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Title: The Foundation Stage and 14-19 Proposals for Wales (ACCAC is the QCA for Wales)

The Foundation Phase

The foundation phase covers the start of a child’s education from ages 3 through to 7. There has been a consultation document produced and responses to this document are requested by 30 May 2003. It can be found by accessing the website: www.learning.wales.gov.uk 

The document is intended to pick up the good practice that is in danger of being lost in the primary sector, moving back into a ‘content style’ delivery rather than being purely skills lead. There seems to be culture of running down things we do well rather than the realisation that we have the best primary teaching in the world. 

The national curriculum has taken opportunities for learning away. The document seeks to address some of these issues by relating to a professional approach, it recognises the importance and professionalism of teacher assessment. 

These proposals cover “desirable outcomes for children’s learning” before compulsory school age and combats the narrow teaching at key stage 2 which has squeezed out certain subjects over the past few years particularly Design and Technology.

The document is based on research regarding the 7 areas of learning and KS2 to KS3 transition, illustrating a symbolic thematic approach to teaching and learning. The diagram displayed (available on the ACCAC website?) shows links to Design and Technology from all the 7 areas of learning, unlike many other subjects. The plan is for Foundation phase to run from ages 3 to 7 with no SATS at the end of KS1 with the obvious advantages. There is also an aim to have a ratio of 1 adult to 8 children including teachers and teaching assistants.

14-19 Proposals for Wales

The main outline of this proposal; ‘Learning Country, Learning Pathways 14-19’ is contained on the Welsh Assembly website. It is based on the theory of partnership and bringing all agencies/schools/colleges/EBPs and industry partners together so that learning can take place in practical situations. This includes the academic route, which must have a practical element so that young people have the skills necessary for ‘high skill’ employment with emphasis on technical and knowledge based skills. 80% of the 5 D/E grade students at GCSE don’t go on to improve their grades. The debate is about trainers versus technical or educators, this could be our moment.

