Smart Textiles – Exploring the potential for smart textiles

Asha Peta Thomson

· Emphasised the inclusivity of Design and Technology and importance of designing for all.

· Talked about their journey towards setting up her company – Intelligent Textiles Ltd.

· Challenged any feminine approach to teaching Textiles even though most of the textile technologists she has worked with in industry have been male!

· Outlined the properties of ‘detect’ sensory fabric and various specific applications.  The fabric can be used with electronic circuits to switch on or off devices.

· Acknowledged the successful partnership with Dr Stan Swallow in exploring emergent textile technology and the integration of electronics in traditional weavers.

· Stressed the importance of educational textiles products which enable people with specific needs to develop responses to various stimuli.

· It is important that educationalists consider means to bridge the gap between industrial design and textiles technology and science technology.  Unless this fundamental link is facilitated and developed within the educational system, opportunities for innovation will be lost.

· Asha acknowledged the possibilities for exciting links with education.

· Information sheet provided.

· More information on www.intelligenttextiles.com (currently unobtainable).
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